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and notify the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the 
change in status, or * ' • 



■] Ah . 



■ -tT' y '-It, pi_.y ^\r^(^.f 



IftheSMAtIil'ENTITYisshownasN6: N ■ " = 

A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All daims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed m due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. □ This communication is responsive to . . 



2. S The allowedtclaim(s) Is/are li20. ^ ^ ■ o ■•■ 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 05 March 2002 are accepted by the Examiner,. > : i ' 

4. □ Acknowledgment is madis ofaxlaim for foreign priority'under 35 US.C, §.119(a)r{d) or,(fX 
a)n All : b)n Soniei* c)n None ofthe: , : , . : J - - 

1TII Certified copies of the priority documents h^^ . r . 

2. □ Certified copies of the pnority documents,hav.e,bepn received in Application No. _ 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . ^ --\m' r ' ^-^-''''^ 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely eonnply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application, : ^ 1 

THIS THREerMONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. - ' . , ^ . ^ 

5 □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitte^d. .Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or toTICE OF 
INF0RMAL>PATENT APPLicKtlON (PTO-152) whichtilves reason(s) w^^ the path or d^laratjon is deficient.' 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notlce of Draftspersbh's Patent Drawing Rfevievv ( PTO-948) attached. 

1 )□ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date ' 

(b) □ Including changes required by the attached Examin'er's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of. 

Paper No./Mail Date ^ " ' . v • r^^' 

Identifying Indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings In the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such |n the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). ^ 
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attached examiner's comment regarding REQLjlRfMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 
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4. n Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
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5. □ Notice'of Informal Patent Application (PTO- 152) 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of prior art teaches a method and an apparatus of a structure for use in audio 
playback which comprises a pair of audio speakers, as specifically claimed in claims 1 and 9, 
wherein each speaker has a housing, a retractable fastener which is movable between a retracted 
position and a folly extended position, and a fixed fastener which is movable between a locking 
position and an unlocking position while the retractable fasteners are in the retracted position and 
one of the fixed fasteners overlaps the other of the fixed fasteners (also see page 5, lines 20-22 
through page 6, lines 1-6 and see page 1, hues 1 1-16 in the specification). 

None of prior art teaches an apparatus of a structure for use in audio playback which 
coir5)rises a pair of audio speakers each having housings and fasteners that cooperate to provide 
a convex configuration, wherein tiie fasteners of one of the speakers are arranged to be in 
engagement with the fasteners of the other of the speakers to lock the housings together, and the 
fasteners are configured to release fi-om each other by disengaging the fasteners, and wherein the 
fasteners of each of the speakers include one that is retractable between a retracted position and a 
fully extended position and one that is fixed against retraction (also see page 5, lines 20-22 
through page 6, hnes 1-6 and page 7, hues 1 1-16 in the specification). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



2. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 

Burger et al. (U.S. patent 4,802,638) teaches a cord stowage apparatus, 
Kang (U.S. patent 5,714,723) teaches a speaker assembly that includes two housings and 
two couplers secured in the housings. 

Yang (U.S. patent 5,984,224) teaches a cable-spooling casing for earphones. 

3. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUYEN D. LE whose telephone number is (703) 305-4844. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CURTIS KUNTZ can be reached on (703) 305-4708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system, Status information for pubUshed apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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